CHANGING THE WORLD: WHAT CAN WE DO?

Our agenda for this evening

· The secular view of world development

· Biblical perspectives on development

· What can we do personally- as individuals and as a church?

The scale of the challenge

‘With God all things are possible’ (Matt.19.26)

‘Now to Him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine according to his power that is at work within us’ (Eph.3.20)

The Secular View 

· Material successes

· Human failures

· Some statistics

· Country profiles
Summary- A Shrunken and Polarised World

Biblical Perspectives on Development

· Why should I care?

The character of God (Ps. 146:7-9)

God’s creation purpose for man (Gen. 1:26-28)

A response to God’s grace (1 John3.18)

Matching faith with deeds (James 2:14-17)

· How should I care?

The model of the early Christians (Acts 2:44-45)

The Great Commission (Matt 28: 18-20)

The Great Commandments (Matt 22:36-40)

· Who is my neighbour?

The parable of the Good Samaritan (Luke 10:25-37)

‘Love your enemy and pray for those who persecute you’ (Matt 5:44)
· How should I give help?

Generously (Matt 6: 19-33, 1 Tim.6:18)

Secretly and without ceremony (Matt. 6:1-4)


Summary

The centrality of proclaiming the gospel

The inseparability of social action

A footnote: the spiritual poverty of the ‘rich North’

What Can We Do Personally?

· A Framework for Involvement

· Active Support for Mission

· Direct Engagement in Mission

· Lifestyle Choices

· Workplace Engagement

Conclusions

Reading List (Books marked with an asterisk are particularly recommended)

Secular Views
*Jeffrey Sachs: The End of Poverty (Penguin Books, 2005) - a very readable book on the development challenge by the architect of the Millennium Development Goals. 

World Bank: World Development Reports (World Bank, annual)

Biblical Perspectives
*Tim Chester: Good News to the Poor (IVP, 2004) - very clearly explains the case for sharing the gospel through social involvement.

*Dewi Hughes: God of the Poor- A Biblical Vision of God’s Present Rule (Tearfund 1998) - as the cover says ‘God of the Poor establishes and applies kingdom principles to Third World issues’- by the Theological Advisor to Tearfund.

Joe Kapolyo: The Human Condition- An African Perspective (IVP-Global Christian Library 2005).

Timothy J Keller: Ministries of Mercy- The Call of the Jericho Road (P&R 1997).
Chris Wright: Living as the People of God, the relevance of Old Testament Ethics (IVP, 1983)

Mission and Development
*Bryant L Myers: Walking with the Poor- Principles and Practices of Transformational Development (Orbis- World Vision 1999) - a valuable handbook for the Christian development practitioner.

*George Verwer: Out of the Comfort Zone (OM 2000) - a simple but challenging call to missionary action

General References
Charles Reed ed.: Development Matters- Christian Perspectives on Globalization (Church House 2001).

John Stott: Authentic Christianity (IVP 1995).

John Stott: New Issues facing Christians Today (Marshall Pickering 1999)

Web Addresses

Tearfund   www.tearfund.org



Crosslinks.  crosslinks.org

Langham Partnership.  www.langhampartnership.org
OMF.  www.omf.org

OM Ships.  www.ships.de

Crown Agents.  www.crownagents.com

Oxford Policy Management Limited.  www.opml.co.uk

World Bank.   www.worldbank.org
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